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Bishop Peggy A. Johnson is a native of Baltimore, Maryland and serves as the episcopal leader of the Philadelphia Area of the United Methodist Church, which includes the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference and the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference. She received a Bachelor of Science degree from Lebanon Valley College, a Master of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Wesley Theological Seminary.  Prior to her election to the episcopacy in 2008 she served as a pastor in the Baltimore-Washington Conference since 1980. Her churches included a 4-point rural circuit in Frederick, MD, a suburban Baltimore congregation, a campus ministry at Galladuet University and for 20 years she was the pastor of the Christ UMC of the Deaf.  Bishop Johnson has a particular passion for ministry with people with disabilities and her years as the pastor of an all-Deaf congregation led her on paths of experience with not only the deaf and deaf-blind communities but also with those who have mobility, intellectual, and mental health challenges.  She is married to the Rev. Michael C. Johnson, a United Methodist pastor, and they have two adult sons, Peter and Gabriel. 
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Bishop Sandra L. Steiner Ball sees the United Methodist Church as a dynamic network of faith communities passionate about sharing the hope, love, and life of Christ. Her vision for the church has deep roots in her life experience.

Born in Massachusetts and raised in Milford, Delaware, Sandra was active at Avenue United Methodist Church from an early age. There, she discovered her love of singing and understood what the church can be at it’s best: a beacon of hope, acceptance, and love.

Her ability to see the potential in others - and the United Methodist Church - came from a family and church that first saw hers. Her parents, Edward and Marjorie Steiner, taught Sunday school at church and encouraged the bishop’s faith development. With the love and support of her mother and her schoolteachers, the bishop overcame some learning disabilities and graduated in the top 10 of her high school class.

She graduated with honors from Dickinson College in 1984, where she earned a degree in religion. She attended seminary at Duke University (M.Div. 1987), and earned an D.Min. from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington D.C. in 2003.

Sandra most recently served as the Director of Connectional Ministries (DCM) for the Peninsula-Delaware Conference. During her last year as a DCM, she also served as interim pastor of Bayside Chapel, a new church start.

She was the first female superintendent of the Dover District, and served as dean of the cabinet. Sandra was the youngest and the first female pastor of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. Before that, she was associate pastor of Kent Island United Methodist Church in Chester, Maryland.

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball is married to the Rev. Barry D. Steiner Ball. They have two daughters: Sarah Elizabeth and Sandra Rebekah.
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Ernest Lyght, the son of William and Attrue Lyght, was born in Salisbury, Maryland. Growing up in a Methodist parsonage, he lived in Princess Anne, Maryland, Chester, Pennsylvania, Atlantic City, New Jersey and Wilmington, Delaware, where he graduated from Wilmington High School. He received the B.A. degree in history from Morgan State University and the M.Div. degree from Drew University. Princeton Theological Seminary awarded him the Th. M. degree and the D.Min. degree. Bloomfield College (Bloomfield, NJ) awarded him an honorary doctorate degree, as did Centenary College (Hackettstown, NJ) in 1996.

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference ordained Ernest deacon and elder. He later transferred to the Southern New Jersey Conference, where he served three pastoral appointments: St. Mary Street Union Parish, Burlington, NJ; The Church of The Good shepherd, Willingboro, NJ; Old Orchards UMC, Cherry Hill, NJ. He then transferred to the former Northern New Jersey Conference and served for ten years as pastor of The St. Mark's UMC, Montclair, NJ. This pastorate was followed by a 7-year term as District Superintendent of the Raritan District.

Ernest served as a Jurisdictional Conference delegate in 1976 and a General Conference delegate in 1984, 1988, 1992 and 1996. He has served on a variety of conference, community and general church agencies/boards, including the General Board of Church and Society (1984-1992) and the General Board of Global Ministries (1992-1996). He served as a Drew University Trustee from 1983 to 2004, when he was elected as a trustee emeritus.

The Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference elected Ernest to the episcopacy in 1996 and assigned him to the New York Area. In 2004 he was assigned to the West Virginia Area. Ernest served as president of the United Methodist Men's Commission during the 2000-2004 quadrennium, and served as a member of the General Council on Finance and Administration. He also served a second two-year term as secretary of the Council of Bishops.

Ernest and Eleanor Bell Lyght have two sons, Eric and Erwyn, and two grandchildren, Corinne and Shawn.
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John S. Hill is Director for Economic and Environmental Justice at the United Methodist General Board of Church and Society (GBCS).

John joined the GBCS staff on Earth Day, April 22, 2002. A native of Florida, he received his Bachelor's degree from the University of Virginia and was awarded a teaching fellowship at a public boarding school in England.

Upon his return to the U.S., John began work on Capitol Hill as a legislative aide for a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from Florida. After working for two different Florida Congressmen for a seven years, he joined a lobbying and consulting firm in 2000.

John soon realized a growing disconnect between his faith values and his professional work, John joined GBCS as Program Director for Environmental Justice. In 2003, his portfolio expanded to include economic justice issues.

As part of his ecumenical work, John serves as chair of the Policy Committee for the National Council of Churches’ Eco-Justice Working Group and co-chair of the Washington Interreligious Staff Community’s Energy and Ecology Working Group.
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Pastor Olu Brown, a native of Lufkin, Texas, is the lead pastor and founder of Impact UMC in Atlanta, Georgia. Pastor Olu has a degree in elementary education from Jarvis Christian College in Hawkins, Texas and a Masters of Divinity from Gammon Theological Seminary of the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia. Pastor Olu established Impact Church in January, 2007 whose attendance has grown progressively to more than 500 weekly in just one of its weekly worship services; there are two. Impact Church is committed to share Christ’s love in ways that are relevant to everyday life and helps all to realize their God-given potential.

Lay Session Guest Speaker
[image: image6.jpg]noovo..--.p‘rooooo-.
il e '..

00 el -
iy
—

==




HiRho Y. Park is an ordained elder in the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, Director of Clergy Lifelong Learning at The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church.   Park oversees the continuing education and spiritual formation for clergy and proviHiRho Y. Park is an ordained elder in the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, Director of Clergy Lifelong Learning at The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church.   Park oversees the continuing education and spiritual formation for clergy and provides support for clergywomen, as well as racial and ethnic clergy in areas of theological education, enlistment, and research. 

As a woman of color scholar of the UMC HiRho holds a D. Min. degree from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC, and a Ph.D. from Boston University in the field of Practical Theology.  HiRho coordinated the historical UM Clergywomen’s Consultation in 2006 celebrating the 50th anniversary of ordination of women in the Methodist tradition and regional clergywomen’s consultations in Africa, Europe/Eurasia, U.S., Philippines, and Latin America from 2011-2014.  

HiRho is the innovator of the Online Continuing Education Consortium and the UMC Cyber Campus, a gateway to online learning for Christian leadership development.  HiRho is one of the authors of 365 Meditations for Women from Abingdon Press, 2004, a co-editor of Breaking Through the Stained Glass Ceiling: Women Pastoring Large Churches, 2013, and editor for the WellSprings, UM clergywomen’s online journal.  HiRho served two cross-racial and cross-cultural appointments in Maryland and interim faculty at Wesley Theological Seminary.  She is married to Rev. JongWoo (JW) Park, Dean of the Cabinet of the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference and they have one daughter, Felicia Park.  des support for clergywomen, as well as racial and ethnic clergy in areas of theological education, enlistment, and research. 
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